
Mr. Holand 

8th Grade Social Studies 

 

Welcome to the study of United States History. I am super excited about this school year.  Social 

Studies has always been one of my favorite subjects and I am looking forward to not only 

teaching you about it, but having you experience it as well. My goal is for students to learn to 

think historically, rather than emphasize the memorization of facts, names, and dates. There will 

be an emphasis on the growth mindset in my classroom and I will help students understand and 

learn from key events, social changes, and documents. My hope is to create active, critical 

thinking citizens that understand the importance of context, evidence, and chronology. I 

understand that Social Studies may not be your favorite topic; I just ask that you come into my 

classroom with an open mind that is ready to learn and have fun.  

Course Description: In eighth grade, students develop a new, more abstract level of 

understanding of social studies concepts. The recommended context for developing this 

understanding is U.S. history and government, 1776 to 1900. Students explore the ideas, issues, 

and events from the framing of the Constitution up through Reconstruction and industrialization. 

After reviewing the founding of the United States, particularly the Constitution, students explore 

the development of politics, society, culture, and economy in the United States to deepen 

conceptual understandings in civics, geography, and economics. In particular, studying the 

causes and consequences of the Civil War helps them to comprehend more profoundly the rights 

and responsibilities of citizens in a culturally diverse democracy. 

Basic Classroom Policies: 

 

1. RESPECT YOUR SCHOOL, YOUR PEERS, YOUR TEACHERS, AND YOURSELF 

There will be multiple opinions and different viewpoints throughout the school year and 

students are expected to respect other points of view. 

2. COME TO SCHOOL PREPARED, WITH PAPER AND A PEN OR PENCIL 

 Be Prompt-Students should arrive to class on time and in seats before the tardy bell rings. 

Take care of restroom issues before class. 

 Be Prepared- Students should be sitting quietly in their assigned seats, before the tardy 

bell rings, with their laptop, binder, paper, pencil, pen, textbooks, or what is necessary for 

the day’s current assignment 

 Be Polite and Positive- Students should always be courteous and polite to other students 

and the instructor. Be positive when facing challenging or difficult work. Students should 

raise their hands and wait to be called on by the teacher before talking or getting out of 

their seats for any reason. 



 Be Productive- Class time is limited so it is important to use every minute for learning. 

Please keep side conversations and off task comments for outside of class time. Most 

assignments can be finished during class if students use their time productively. 

3.  ALL SCHOOL RULES APPLY IN MY CLASSROOM INCLUDING: 

 All electronic devices must be turned into the office before school starts 

 Follow the dress code 

 No food or drink in class except clear bottles for water 

Detention 

Detention will be given for repeated offenses of class expectations.  Detention is usually 

served after school. 

Absences 

You must have an admit slip for an absence in my class.  However, you do not need one 

for pre-arranged absences. 

Bathroom Breaks 

You MUST have your student handbook planner to use the bathroom (it is your hall 

pass).  You get five bathroom passes per semester (don’t waste them).  I will sign off on 

and track your passes in your handbook. 

Late Work policy: 

Assignments must be turned in on time!! NO late work except in the case of an excused absence. 

Late classwork and projects may be accepted with a 25% penalty. Make-up work must be turned 

in within 5 school days. 

 

Special Note: The teacher reserves the right to adjust any section of the syllabus at any time during the 

semester to more adequately meet the classroom or student needs. 

 


